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S 
pring is here and with it comes our òbaby seasonó at the 

Center.  We receive mammal and avian babies requiring 

our care during this time.  Owl nestlings hatch and 

mammal babies are born starting in February.  March is 

commonly when our first mammal infants arrive for care.  Other 

nestling birds hatch beginning in the middle of April and start 

arriving soon after.   

Our most common mammal orphans are Eastern Gray Squirrels, 

Eastern Cottontails and Virginia Opossums.  This is partially 

due to the number of babies born to one mother.  Opossum moms 

can have and successfully raise as many as 13 nursing joeys.  

Bunny litters average 4 -5 kits while squirrels usually birth 3 -4 

pups.  Other orphaned mammals that 

we receive requiring care include red 

foxes, white -tailed deer and 

woodchucks.   

The unfortunate truth about baby season is that not all of the 

patients that come under our care are orphans or even needed 

assistance.  Every year we receive numerous ôorphansõ that are 

brought in by well -meaning Samaritans who unknowingly 

actually kidnapped the young from their mothers while trying to 

help.  The good news is that sometimes we are able to 

successfully reunite mom and her babies but this is not always 

the case.   

So the question becomes, how do you know when the infant or 

juvenile animal needs help?  Our staff has compiled information 

to help you determine if the animal needs assistance.  And if you 

are still not sure if you should intervene and lend a hand, call us.  

We are here to answer questions and 

address concerns about whatõs normal 

for mom and her young because not all 

animal moms care for their young in 

the same way.  

 

Opossums are marsupials so the babies are 

always in momõs pouch or riding on her 

back once they are older. If a juvy falls off 

and becomes separated from mom, she will 

not necessarily realize and thus will not 

return for her young. Opossum moms are 

always on the move and while they have a 

territory they stick to, they have no nest or 

den to return the young to in the hopes of 

re-uniting with mom. A single juvenile 

opossum depending on its size may be on 

its own already, they are independent 

before they are full grown. A female 

opossum thatõs been hit by a vehicle may 

have babies in her pouch or about her in 

the road. Her young still have a chance at 

life even if she is deceased already. It is 

important that they get to us, here at the 

Center, as soon as possible.   

 

 (continued, page 3) 

Still not sure if the animal needs help? 

See if any of the situations listed on 

page 3 match what you see  

and give us a call.  

Eastern Cottontails nest in shallow 

depressions in the ground covered with 

grass and momõs fur.  Cottontail moms 

leave their young alone most of the day, 

returning to the nest only once or twice a 

day to feed their babies.   It is rare that 

you will see mom at the nest, so if you 

are concerned that mom is not returning, 

you can double check with a test.  

Sprinkle flour in a circle around the nest 

or create a tic -tac-toe board with string 

over the nest. Either one will allow you to 

see that mom was there while you were 

away.  Rabbits that are larger than a 

softball (@100 grams) are already on 

their own and do not require help.  

Eastern Gray Squirrels are quite possibly 

the best moms.  Not only is there a very 

good chance that the babies can be re -

nested, but if something happens to the 

nest, itõs okay.  Squirrel moms have at 

least one already built nest as a backup in 

an emergency so she can move her babies. 

Once the pups are juveniles, they will 

leave and return to the nest on their own 

when they are done playing or exploring 

for the day. Squirrels like to nest high up 

in trees, but finding a nest elsewhere 

sometimes happens.  

 
Oh Baby! 

Spring has Sprung... 
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The Evelyn Alexander Wildlife 

Rescue Center Hospital is located at 

Munnôs Pond County Park through a 

cooperative agreement with Suffolk 

County Department of Parks, 

Recreation and Conservation and the 

EAWRC, a private, non-profit 

environmental group. A financial 

report is on file with the NYS Attorney 

General, 120 Broadway NY, NY and 

on the web at www.charitiesnys.org 

  Wildlife Rescue Center Evelyn  Alexander                

A MESSAGE FROM GINNIE  

I would like to dedicate this column to our volunteers.  

Volunteers ð the lifeblood of our organization. Because 

no one person can do it all.  Without our volunteers, we 

would never be able to handle the influx of animals we 

receive here at the Center.  With our busiest time of 

year just around the corner, I wanted to take the time 

now to thank each and every one of you.  Sometimes it 

may seem in the hectic day -to-day operations, that we 

just don't thank everyone properly.  Please know that 

we are amazed at the work you put in ð many of you 

after your long shifts at your paying jobs.  It is not easy 

work, and certainly not as rewarding as volunteering in 

a shelter for cats and dogs, where the animals interact 

with you and are grateful for your attention.  Wildlife is 

never grateful, the animals merely tolerate you going 

into their cages to provide òroom service.ó  They don't 

learn to pee and poop in a litter box or in designated 

spots in the cage.  Many times, they use their food and water dishes as their toilet.  Yes, it's back -breaking 

work, but so rewarding when we can see a wild thing advance to the outdoor cage and then finally be 

released to the wild.  Many volunteers pick animals up for release, getting to see the fruits of their labor.  

While we cannot save them all, we know we are making a difference to the ones we do save and are 

making the ones that we can't save more comfortable as they pass to their next life.  

 

As usual, it is extremely difficult to get injured animals from the East Hampton area transported to our 

Center.  Many times, the veterinarians and staff at the Veterinary Clinic in East Hampton transport the 

animals themselves which is difficult for them too.  Please, if you work in the East Hampton area and 

travel west at the end of your day, consider calling the Veterinary Clinic at 631 324 -7900 to see if there 

are any animals there that you can transport to us.  It would help us so very much!  

 

Have a wonderful spring season, and remember to watch for wildlife nesting in and around your property.  

Give them a chance to raise their young as their habitat is disappearing at an alarming rate.  Please call 

us for any advice on how to live peacefully with them.  

-Virginia Frati, Executive Director      

 

ÍÅÇÁÎΆÁÓÔÉÃÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎÓȢÃÏÍ 
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 STORIES  FROM  THE  CENTER ... 

May 10 through May 13 

MMM OTHEROTHEROTHER³³³SSS   DDDAYAYAY      
PPPLANTLANTLANT   SSSALEALEALE 

10am -5pm 
Thursday - Sunday  

631.728.WILD  

Hanging baskets, herb pots, annuals, 

perennials, gift baskets, and gifts for Mom!  

228 West Montauk Hwy  

Hampton Bays, NY 11946    

 

 White-Tailed Deer moms will 

leave their babies alone all day, 

from around dawn to dusk.  So if 

you see a fawn sitting by itself in 

some brush or tall grass this is 

normal and not a definite sign 

that help is required.  You may 

check back after dusk or the next 

morning to re -evaluate the situation if other criteria for help 

are not seen at the time of the initial sighting.   

 Birds of prey have a high success rate 

for re -nesting the hatchlings. You can 

pick up the young to double check for 

injuries from the fall and then return 

them to the nest.  If the nest is unable 

to be reached to re -nest, please call us 

for help or directions on how to make a 

substitute nest to be attached to the 

tree at a height that is feasible.  But 

remember, even at this young age, birds 

of prey---owls, hawks, osprey, falcons ---have talons so take care 

to avoid injuries to you and the bird. A thick pair of gloves is 

advised.  And no worries about leaving your scent behind. That 

is just an old -wives tale, and they will not be rejected by the 

parents because you touched them.  

 Songbird  nestlings also have a great 

success rate for re -nesting the birds 

with their parents.  Same as birds of 

prey, songbirds are not rejected by 

the parents if you touched them.  

Nestlings hatch naked, blind and 

helpless and rely on mom and dad to 

eat about every 30 minutes for 12 

hours a day.  With most species, 

both parents care for the young so if 

one of the parents is deceased, the other will continue to care 

for the young.  Fledglings are the juvenile stage of birds where 

they are feathered with a decent amount of their feathers and 

are learning to fly.  Contrary to popular belief, fledglings learn 

to fly from the ground up.  They have already left the nest and 

will spend several days or a week being cared for and fed by 

their parents while on the ground until flight is achieved.  As 

fledglings learn to fend for themselves, the parents will come 

less often to feed them.   

 Eastern Box Turtles are on their 

own from the time they hatch.  

They require no assistance in 

being raised even when they are 

the size of a quarter!  Turtles of 

any size that are crossing the 

road can be assisted by moving 

them to the side of the road in the direction they were heading.  

Please do not move turtles to other areas as they have 

established territories and will only try to return ôhomeõ if you 

do.  Remember, turtles, like all animals, can and will bite. 

Using a shovel or container to move them is recommended over 

picking them up with your hands.   

(contõd, cover story) 

 Please NEVER try to care for wildlife on your own. All animals 

have very specific diets depending on their species and stage of 

life.   

In NYS it is illegal to keep wildlife more than 24 hours if you 

are not a licensed wildlife rehabilitator with the NYS DEC. 

Call us right away if you find an animal in distress as it greatly 

increases the animalõs chances of survival and the ability to 

release it back into the wild.   

And if you have to keep the animal overnight until you can 

bring it to us, please remember these important rules:  

 Never Ever:   

* Give any type of milk to animals (dairy or otherwise)  

* Force feed the animal  

* Pour water into the mouth or onto the animal  

* Hold or handle the animal more than necessary (it 

stresses the animal and that stress can kill)  

DOES THE  ANIMAL  NEED  HELP: 

 If any of these questions are answered with a YES 

then the animal requires assistance.  

* Is there blood, wounds or broken bones?  

* Has the animal been in a catõs or dogõs mouth? 

* Is the animal cold, soaking wet or continuously 

crying?  

* Are there fly eggs (look like grains of rice) or 

maggots on the animal?  

* If young, are the parents KNOWN to be deceased?  

 

Benita Matthes Annual  
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HOSPITAL/EDUCATION  
VOLUNTEERS:   
Laura Baldino, Paula Bullock, Bonnie Cain, 
Denis Carpenter, Toni-Lea Corwin, Susan 
Coseglio, Nicole Culmone, Theresa 
Dietrich, Jackie Farris, Tammy Flannel, 
Bette Lou Fletcher, Jodie Flynn, Jane Gill, 
Caroline Greenburg, Lilly Griffin, Laura 
Gundersen, Jill Janiel, Nancy Johnson, 
Kendra Kunzer, Yuli Larios, Kyra Leonardi, 
Carol Lozano, Jim and Cheryl MacDougall, 
Christina MacDougall, Gina Martin, 
Martin McGuire, Sarah Meyer, Leslie, 
Edgar, Gladys and Kendel Millan, Sharon 
Nelson, Marissa Pfeiffer, John Premus, 
Patricio Pulla, Xylia Serafy, Delma 
Schoeppler, Susan Siegel, Cathleen 
Springer, Tom Vanarsdall, Sue Vaughan, 
Claudia Velasquez, Karen Weber, Lori 
Wilder 

RESCUE/TRANSPORT 
VOLUNTEERS:   
Jan Accordino, Laurie Anderson, Patrick 
Bastible, Lee Blindenhofer, Jennifer Brown, 
Theresa Cahill, Denis Carpenter, Bruce 
Carter, Shane Carter, Jeanette Caputo, 
Mike and Mickey Caputo, John Cerrato, 
Doree Cohen, Michael and Robin 
Colapietro, Keith Douglas, Janice Eaton, 
John Fabry, Susan and Carl Ferrigno, 
Tammy Flanell, Jodie Flynn, Joni 
Friedman, Kelly Gang, Jane Gill, Molly 
Ginae, Missy Hargraves, Priscilla Hoffert, 
Michelle Jansson, Leslie Kappel, Allison 
Landon, Noreen LeCann, Dion Lowery, Jim 
MacDougall, John Mark, Melinda 
Markland, Mike Martinsen, Kyle McCaskie, 
Susan McGraw-Keber, Mary Ann Mulvihill-
Decker, Caitlin and Osburn Palmer, Steve 
Payne, Chris Plock, Michael Quigley, Tom 
Ratcliffe, Marina Sabatacakis, Susan 
Shepherd, Michele and Steve Tarolli, Louis 
Visconti, Nicole Wallace, Gina Webster, 
Jason Wen, Kathy Whittaker 

SPECIAL THANKS to Jim and Frank at 
Wild By Nature in Hampton Bays for 
supplying us with produce almost every 
day for our recuperating wild patients. 
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SPECIAL THANKS to the Life Skills 
Academy students at Hampton Bays 
High School for their assistance with 
our newsletter. 

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS AND STAFF!  

 

 

COOPERATING VETERINARIANS:   
Dr. Jennifer Katz , Dr. Jonathan Turetsky 
and Dr. Eva Cohen from the Veterinary 
Clinic of East Hampton; Dr. Justin Molnar 
of Shinnecock Animal Hospital; Dr. Gal 
Vatash and Dr. Robin Jeager of East End 
Veterinary Emergency Center; Dr. Robert 
Pisciotta of North Fork Animal Hospital, 
Dr. Karen Johnston of Hampton 
Veterinary Hospital, Dr. Claude Grosjean 
of Olde Towne Animal Hospital, Dr. John 
Andresen of Mattituck-Laurel Veterinary 
Hospital, Dr. Jonathan Mehlrose and Dr. 
Noelle LeCroix of Veterinary Medical 
Center of Long Island, Dr. Dominic 
Gucciardo of Integrative Veterinary 
Therapies, and Dr. Arnold Lesser of NY 
Veterinary Specialty Center 

SPECIAL THANKS  to Bob Eisenberg 
of East End Blueprint in Watermill for 
donating the printing of our newsletter. 
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 ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ 

ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƳƛŎǊƻǎŎƻǇŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΗ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ 

3ÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÁÒÔÅÒ 

April 21st or  May 19th at the Center  

Saturday at 12 Noon  

¶ Commit to a minimum of 3 hours a week  

¶ 16 years of age and carry own health insurance  

Register via email (wrwrch@aol.com), phone or in person.  

�����������������������������	���������� ���������	��  
DR. ARNOLD  L ESSER  

New York Veterinary Specialty Center, Farmingdale  

Dr. Lesser performed surgery on a Northern Long -eared Owl 

in an effort to save its wing with a pin. Although the owl will 

not be releasable, he is healing and will possibly become a dis-

play or education animal in the future.  

This Great Horned owlet 

fell from its nest. It was 

examined by our staff, 

found to be healthy, and 

re-nested by EAWRC vol-

unteer, Jim MacDougall  

 
* Tissues  

* �.�L�G�·�V���E�D�W�K���W�R�Z�H�O�V���Z�L�W�K��
hoods  

* Flea Combs  

* �´�&�O�D�P�V�K�H�O�O�µ���S�H�W���F�D�U�U�L�H�U�V�� 

   with wire top  

* Ferret and rabbit cages  

EAWRC                 NEEDS 

* Distilled Water  

* EVO grain free dry Cat Food  
    (NOT indoor)  

* Natural Balance dry Cat 

Food (NOT indoor)  

* Timothy Hay (bag or bale)  

SPECIAL THANKS to the staff at 

EAWRC, who, after countless feedings, 

cleanings and rounds, dedicate even 

more of their time writing, taking 

pictures, making crafts, etc. for this 

and all of our newsletters every 

quarter.  

Thanks you guys! AD  


