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A t the Evelyn Alexander Wildlife Rescue 

Center, we get many different species of 

animals coming through our doors. Perhaps one of 

the more unusual creatures we currently have is the 

muskrat. Muskrats are small, semi -aquatic rodents 

that have very soft fur and leathery, rat -like tails. 

Their appearance and musky smell are the traits 

that contribute to their name. They typically inhabit 

areas near water bodies, such as lakes and streams.  

 However, the little muskrat that is in our 

hospital, as of this writing, strayed from his aquatic 
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Riverhead. He was brought to the Center by a volunteer because he 

appeared unable to use his left hind leg. The injury was most likely caused 

from being hit by a vehicle. EAWRC staff member, Staci Earl suspected a 

fracture to the distal fibula and tibia bones within the injured leg. Staci 

administered pain medications to the muskrat and stabilized his leg with a 

Robert Jones wrap, a type of bandage comprised of multiple layers of 

padding to immobilize and protect the leg from further trauma.  
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Valerie Van Houten -Hausch. The images showed not one, but three 

fractures within his leg. The only hope for the muskrat to recover from 

such injuries would be to undergo surgery. Emails were sent to local 

veterinarians to see if anyone could potentially save his leg. Dr. Claude 

Grosjean at the Olde Towne Animal Hospital in Southampton volunteered 

to perform the surgery. A pin was inserted into the leg to line up the bones 

as best as the doctor could. Antibiotics were also administered to prevent 

infection from developing post -surgery.  

 In the weeks following surgery, it was apparent that 

the muskrat was still not using his left hind leg. He was 

plenty active, eating and making a mess of his cage, but 

dragging the fractured leg behind him. A second surgery 

was performed by Dr. Grosjean in January 2018 to 

shorten the pin in his leg. The pin had been protruding 

into the knee joint, preventing the full use of the joint.  

 Since the second surgery, the muskrat has been 

making great progress with his leg. He is now able to use 

it and is slowly regaining strength. He gets to swim daily 

in a shallow bath as part of a physical therapy regimen. 

We hope that he continues to make great strides towards 

a successful recovery! 

-Danielle Sheehan  
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FUN FACTS ABOUT  MUSKRATS  

�x�� Muskrats can hold their breath 
for up to 20 minutes and swim at 
speeds of 3 mph  

�x�� They measure 18 -25 inches, 
including their 8 -11 inch tail, 
much smaller than beavers  

�x�� Their lips act as valves, closing 
behind their front incisors, for 
gnawing underwater  

�x�� Muskrats play important 
ecological roles because their 
eating and denning habits create 
flat nesting areas for certain 
birds  


